
film financing structure
(expected)

Soft Money (tax incentives,
donations, product
placement, etc.)

45%

Investment
30%

Pre-Sales
15%

Gap Financing
10%
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Our Strategy? Our roots.
Our funding model prioritizes museum, garden, and bonsai-

adjacent philanthropists and enthusiasts through the donor route
as opposed to prioritizing packaging for investors and pre-sales.

 We are aiming for a raise of 20-25% through the donor route
alone, which will demonstrate market demand and encourage

subsequent investment financing.

16



Gross revenues

Money received by Wild
Bonsai Love LLC from the

distribution/exploitation
of the film

Expenses/Reserves

Expected to be at least
35% of gross receipts

Includes sales agent,
distribution and publicist

fees, repayment of any loan
and interest, insurance

coverage expenses, copyright
expenses, a contingency

reserve, etc.

Investor
recoupment

Recoupment + 20% premium Net proceeds

Assuming budget is funded
at least 50% by investors,

investors to receive 50% of
net proceeds, if any,

pro-rated among them

revenue waterfall
Here’s how money flows from the 
film’s gross revenues to investors.

17Summary only. Exact waterfall will be as set forth in an investor’s definitive investment agreement, and subject to full execution of that agreement.
Prospective investors should carefully review the investment agreement, which will supersede this information. 



timeline
Our current projected timeline for the project is to enter pre-production in

February 2027, enter production at the end of April 2027 and wrap in the last
week of May, then to have the film ready fully produced and ready for festival

submissions by the end of the summer for the 2028 festival season.

 
We cannot say definitively when all these production milestones will occur; they are subject to change.
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gen
re 

ca
se 

stu
die

s MY OLD ASS

Budget: $3,000,000
Acquired at Sundance for $15,000,000
by Amazon-MGM1

Relevance: Contained, character-
driven dramedy, female director, low-
budget

2024

Budget: <$3,000,000
Box Office: $15,469,000 worldwide3

2023

LATE NIGHT WITH THE
DEVIL

Budget: <$1,000,000
Gross: $352,0002

2024

GOOD ONE

Budget: $10,000,000
Acquired at Netflix at Sundance for
$15-20,000,0004

2025

TRAIN DREAMS

Relevance: Low-budget independent film
with successful festival tour led to
acquisiton and distribution by Shudder

Relevance: Low budget, character-
driven film aided primarily by soft
money in fundraising

Relevance: Nature-themed story
about growth, noted acquisition by
major streamer.

20*Results not typicalhttps://www.the-numbers.com/movie/Good-One-(2024)#domestic2

 https://collider.com/my-old-ass-global-box-office-3-million/1  https://www.boxofficemojo.com/release/rl2353299457/3

 https://www.latimes.com/entertainment-
arts/business/story/2025-01-29/neon-inks-first-deal-of-
sundance-with-together-acquisition

4



CATEGORY AMOUNT % OF BUDGET

Development $50,000 2%

Pre-Production $135,000 5%

Production $1,950,000 71%

Post-Production $260,000 9%

Marketing & Deliverables $120,000 4%

Contingency $251,500 9%

TOTAL $2,766,500 100%

projected budget breakdown
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	Make Like a Tree
	A film by Tobin Mitnick and Drew Denny
	FINANCE DECK

	This Finance Deck and the information contained in it (the “Deck”) are provided for informational purposes only and do not constitute an offer to sell or a solicitation of an offer to purchase any securities. Any such offer or solicitation will be made only by means of a separate investment agreement, which will contain material information not included in this Deck and which will supersede this Deck in its entirety.
	Investments in motion pictures, including MAKE LIKE A TREE, are speculative and involve a high degree of risk. Investors should be prepared to bear the loss of their entire investment. There can be no assurance that any motion picture will be profitable.
	This Deck contains forward-looking statements, projections, and estimates that are based on current expectations and assumptions. Actual results may differ materially from those expressed or implied in such statements. Nothing in this Deck constitutes a representation or warranty by Wild Bonsai Love LLC. The information contained herein is subject to change and does not purport to be complete.
	This Deck is confidential and may not be reproduced, distributed, or used for any other purpose without the prior written consent of Wild Bonsai Love LLC.
	Recipients of this Deck should consult their own legal, tax, accounting, and other advisors regarding the appropriateness of investing as described in this Deck.
	meets
	Make Like a Tree
	Genre: Romance/Romantic-Comedy

	Logline
	An enduring romance between an obsessive bonsai devotee and the uncompromising woman who first brought him into this world is dramatically cut short as they become ruthless rivals on bonsai’s most hallowed stage.

	Mood and Overview
	Make Like a Tree is an epic romance set in the world of growing things: the often unseen world of both bonsai and ancient trees. It tracks the fiery and oftentimes hilarious relationship of Vincent Fox and Hannah Ishii over twenty-two years--a relationship that must grow if it is to survive.

	synopsis
	Rootless Vincent Fox (11) falls for his entrancing classmate Hannah Ishii and the strange and obsessive world of bonsai trees that she inhabits — ruled over with a benevolent-yet-painfully human grandfather, Tommy.
	Many years later, Vince and Hannah, now full-grown, have become close as Vince works in the garden. Yet a simple twist of fate drives them apart--
	Faced with the choice of Vince or her family, Hannah puts duty over love.
	Six years pass, as does Tommy. In order to reclaim his name, Vince enters into a legendary competition with his prized, singular bonsai tree: The Unicorn.
	Hannah catches wind of his plans and decides to avenge her grandfather with the one tree that could knock Vince off his game: Blood Oath.
	But they soon discover that their attraction still burns white-hot, scrambling their ideas about who they are, what they want, and what matters most.
	Then, whether intentionally or not, Vince destroys Tommy’s most beloved trees.
	Ultimately,  Vince and Hannah must choose between two obsessions: their drive to win and their passion for each other.
	Or can’t they tell the difference?

	The root
	of the matter...
	We are offering the opportunity to invest in the film through an investment agreement offering recoupment and a 20% premium, and backend profit participation.

	A film investment transcends numbers
	Film isn’t just art—it’s a global business. It shapes culture, builds legacy, and generates billions in annual revenue.
	As audience demand for content grows globally across streaming, and digital platforms, the opportunity for investors to participate in this booming industry has never been more timely.

	How much are we asking for?
	We are seeking $2.5-2.8 million to produce, deliver, and promote MAKE LIKE A TREE: our sweeping, world-building, character-driven feature film designed for both critical acclaim and commercial success.
	The budget will cover all phases of production — from development to delivery — with strategic allocations for top-tier talent, festival positioning, and global distribution potential.
	We have TWO ways that you can support our film.

	1. TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION
	2. INVESTMENT IN THE FILM
	TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION
	(via fiscal sponsor)

	FILM INVESTMENT
	PURPOSE
	Support indie film and receive a tax benefit
	Support indie film and participate financially in the film’s success

	STRUCTURE
	Donate through 501(c)(3) nonprofit fiscal sponsor
	Private investment agreement; investment is in the form of an investment contract, not equity ownership

	TAX BENEFIT
	✅ Fully tax deductible under U.S. law
	❌ Not a deductible charitable contribution. Please discuss other potential tax matters with your tax advisor

	POTENTIAL ROI
	❌ No financial return; philanthropic support only
	✅ Financial return if the film is released and is profitable

	RISK LEVEL
	None — it’s a donation
	High Risk — Investors should be prepared to bear the loss of their entire investment

	IDEAL FOR
	Those looking for a tax write-off, philanthropists, patrons of the arts


	fiscal
	sponsorship
	DONATIONS =

	TAX DEDUCTIBLE
	MAKE LIKE A TREE is fiscally sponsored by WOMEN IN FILM, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
	This means all donations to the film are fully tax-deductible above the charitable deduction floor in the U.S., offering our supporters a strategic way to align their resources with purpose-driven storytelling, with a lucrative financial tax benefit, even before the film has been made.

	How are donations made?
	Your donations can be made via:
	check
	wire transfer
	online credit card payment
	Click here to donate online now

	Make sure to ask your employer about matching gifts.
	You'll receive a tax receipt upon donation. All funds received by Wild Bonsai Love LLC from donations to the fiscal sponsor will be used for development, production, post, delivery, and impact distribution.


	film
	investment
	film financing structure
	(expected)

	Our Strategy? Our roots.
	Our funding model prioritizes museum, garden, and bonsai-adjacent philanthropists and enthusiasts through the donor route as opposed to prioritizing packaging for investors and pre-sales.
	We are aiming for a raise of 20-25% through the donor route alone, which will demonstrate market demand and encourage subsequent investment financing.

	revenue waterfall
	Here’s how money flows from the
	film’s gross revenues to investors.

	beyond ROI:  credits
	While ROI is speculative, a credit on a completed film is guaranteed and lasting.
	In the same way that an endowment or gift can show your generosity to an institution,
	a credit showcases your storytelling legacy. We want to publicly recognize our
	investors and donors to show that they were part of the team that brought Make Like a Tree to life.

	timeline
	Our current projected timeline for the project is to enter pre-production in February 2027, enter production at the end of April 2027 and wrap in the last week of May, then to have the film ready fully produced and ready for festival submissions by the end of the summer for the 2028 festival season.
	We cannot say definitively when all these production milestones will occur; they are subject to change.


	genre case studies
	MY OLD ASS
	2024
	Budget: $3,000,000
	Acquired at Sundance for $15,000,000 by Amazon-MGM1

	Relevance: Contained, character-driven dramedy, female director, low-budget

	GOOD ONE
	2024
	Budget: <$1,000,000
	Gross: $352,0002
	Relevance: Low budget, character-driven film aided primarily by soft money in fundraising
	1 https://collider.com/my-old-ass-global-box-office-3-million/



	LATE NIGHT WITH THE DEVIL
	2023
	Budget: <$3,000,000
	Box Office: $15,469,000 worldwide3
	Relevance: Low-budget independent film with successful festival tour led to acquisiton and distribution by Shudder


	TRAIN DREAMS
	2025
	Budget: $10,000,000
	Acquired at Netflix at Sundance for $15-20,000,0004
	Relevance: Nature-themed story about growth, noted acquisition by major streamer.
	3 https://www.boxofficemojo.com/release/rl2353299457/
	4 https://www.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/business/story/2025-01-29/neon-inks-first-deal-of-sundance-with-together-acquisition
	*Results not typical



	projected budget breakdown
	CATEGORY
	AMOUNT
	% OF BUDGET
	Development
	$50,000
	2%
	Pre-Production
	$135,000
	5%
	Production
	$1,950,000
	71%
	Post-Production
	$260,000
	9%
	Marketing & Deliverables
	$120,000
	4%
	Contingency
	$251,500
	9%
	TOTAL
	$2,766,500
	100%
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	thank you
	Contact: makelikeatreemovie@gmail.com


